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Tallwood High School
Global Studies and World Languages Academy
Teacher: Gregory L. Falls



Contact Information: 


Email: Gregory.Falls@vbschools.com

Room #:300, phone 757.648.5700, ext. 78749
Website: http://gfallsgswlacademy.weebly.com/
 (includes all due dates, forms, and specific assignment information)
Required Texts: None
	  Course Description
In this year long seminar course, students will complete their senior project.  Completion of this project is required to graduate from the Academy.  The project consists of forming a committee, writing a proposal and a research paper, completing an action – either an event or an internship, and presenting their work to classmates, faculty, and members of the community.

	A Note to Parents:

Much of the project work will be completed in class.  Students are expected to be as productive as possible during this time.  

Many forms or benchmarks students need to complete require the signature of a parent/guardian.  Please review this information thoroughly before signing.  Some requirements, especially the Action, will affect you directly.
Please feel free to contact me throughout the year with any questions not addressed on my website.  The best way to contact me is via email.

Thank you,

Greg Falls
Required Materials

· Pencils & Pens
· Three-ringed binder
· Academy Portfolio

· Paper

· If any other materials are needed, the teacher will let                         the students know in advance.

Things To Remember

· Have fun.  There are many wondrous things in the                           world.  Be amazed.  Be fascinated.  Be amused.  Ask questions.  Share your knowledge.  Learn.

· The intention of this class is not to bore you.  It will   challenge you.  Be open-minded and creative.
· Course expectations, with the exception of behavioral expectations, and the syllabus are subject to change.

	Grading Policy

It is very important that each student know that every grade counts.  This gives them the advantage by providing many ways for them to maintain a high grade in my class.  My grading scale is as follows:

Major Project Benchmarks: 50%
Writing Assignments/Performance Tasks: 30%
    Daily Class work: 10%

Virginia Beach City Public Schools Grading Scale:
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	Homework Policy

· Homework will be collected by the teacher on the due date

· Failure to turn in homework results in a zero, however, students may turn in homework late with a grade penalty; late work will be accepted until the end of each nine weeks
· Homework will be graded, entered into the grade book, and returned to the student in a timely manner

Academy Portfolio

· Students are expected to contribute work from each class to their Academy portfolio.  Global Connections is no exception.

· Students should keep their portfolios handy so they may add to it as instructed by the teacher. 
· Each student will have at minimum one required assignment for the portfolio.
	Make-up Work and Late Assignments

· Timely completion of all homework and classwork is required.
· When you are absent on a test day, you should be prepared to makeup the test immediately upon your return to school.  A grade of 0 will be recorded for any test not made up within five days of returning to school.

· Projects submitted after the assigned due date will receive a grade no higher than 77.  If the work is not turned in within a week of the due date, a 0 will be recorded for the assignment.

· If you are absent from school on the day a previously assigned project is due, the project is due no later than the next class meeting. 

· All assignments and class information are located on Sharepoint, my Weebly and the class Edmodo. 


	Academy Expectations
Academy students are expected to demonstrate an appreciation for diversity and to be courteous and respectful toward classmates and school staff members.  The following are some ways in which you can demonstrate these qualities.

Demonstrate respect for your education by

· Completing all assignments on time.
· Bringing the required materials each day.
· Having your planner with you and using it effectively.
· Providing appropriate verification for an absence and inquiring about make-up work on the day you return to school.
Demonstrate respect for yourself by

· Maintaining good health and dressing appropriately for school and school-related events.
· Becoming involved in your school community by participating in after-school activities.

· Utilizing your talents and performing to the best of your ability.

Demonstrate respect for your peers and your teacher by
· Listening when others speak.
· Maintaining a clean desk and classroom.

· Coming to class on time and being in your seat before the bell rings.
· Following all policies outlined in the Tallwood High School Student Planner.
	The THS Honor Code and 

Academic Integrity

“No amount of ability is of the slightest avail without honor.”

~Thomas Carlyle

The Tallwood High School Honor Code is dedicated to instilling high standards of ethical scholarliness.  It is more than a list of rules; it is a philosophy of conduct based on the belief that students value fairness and integrity and will take responsibility for their own academic achievement (See THS Student Planner for Honor Code).

As stated in the Academy Programs Admissions Agreement, the highest degree of academic integrity is expected of Academy students.



	
	Consequences for Inappropriate Choices

· Verbal reminder and/or conference with student

· Parent contact and/or conference with parent

· After-school detention

· Written referral to Administration/Coordinator

Students whose academic achievement or behavior does not meet Academy expectations will be placed on academic/behavior probation with a plan for improvement.   The purpose of academic/behavior probation is to facilitate collaboration among parents, teachers, and the student to develop strategies to help the student experience success. 


Global Connections
Acknowledgement of receipt of Classroom Expectations

DUE DATE _______________                                   BLOCK___________

I have read and understand Mr. Falls’ classroom expectations as printed and explained in class.   I have received a copy of the classroom expectations.  

The signing and returning of this paper is the first homework assignment of the first nine weeks.  Please make sure you detach it from the expectations sheets.  

________________________________                             ______________________________

       (Student name printed)                                            (Parent/Guardian name printed)

________________________________                             ______________________________

       (Student signature)                                                   (Parent/Guardian signature)

_______________________________                                ______________________________

(Date Signed)                                                                  (Date Signed)

__________________________

(Parent/Guardian’s phone number)

__________________________

(Parent/Guardian’s email)

