Global Connections Seminar
Course Syllabus 2012 – 2013
Gregory Falls and Kathleen LaRoue
Unit 1: Leadership Skills, Portfolio, & College Prep

Sept 4/5: Welcome & Overview
Sept 6/7: Generating your idea (Project Planning Form)

Sept 10/11: Forming your committee (Plan of Study) Portfolio Work/Community Service/Cultural Events
Sept 12/13: Self Awareness / Skills Assessment / College planning…where are you going…what do they want?

Sept 14/17: Functional Resumes

Sept 18/19: Reference letters and College Essays

Sept 20/21: Journalistic Interviewing Skills 

Sept 24/25 Post Secondary Planning (Admissions Essay & Recommendations assignment)

Sept 26/27: Graduation Plan Verification (What you need & where to go)

Sept 28/Oct 3: Financial Aid & Scholarships (Mrs. Kepple and Ms. Hughs)

* Admissions rep from local college: what colleges are looking for…ODU, TCC, W&M…
Unit 2: Planning, Committee, & Proposal


Oct 4/5: Critical Reviews (two articles per topic)

Oct 8/9: Writing an intro/abstract

Early Option Proposal Approval
*meet with your teacher to go over proposal
Oct 8/12: Proposal Approval 
*Proposal Approved by Instructor & Faculty Committee Member
*Project Planning Form Signed & Submitted

Oct 10/11: Literature Review & End Notes

Oct 12/15: Literature Review & End Notes

Oct 16/17: Research Design

Oct 18/19: Research Design

Oct 22/23: Final Proposal Approval
*meet with your teacher to go over proposal

Oct 26/31: Proposal Approval 
*Proposal Approved by Instructor & Faculty Committee Member
Unit 3: Research & Writing

Nov 1/ 2: Prewriting Outlines/ Writing Lab (Writing Log)

Nov 5/7: Finding Your Overarching Question / Research Lab (Exploratory)
*Nov 6 Election Day

Nov 8/9: Answering Your Overarching Question / Grouping Tactics / Writing Lab (Grouping Sources for Outline)


Nov 13/14: Narrowing and Broadening Topics / Research Lab (Sifting and Elaborating)

Nov 15/16: Tactics of Depth and Complexity – Intro, body, conclusion / Writing Lab (Inserting Tactics into Writing)

Nov 19/20: Types of Evidence / Logical Fallacies – Research Lab (Finding multiple sources)
*Plan of Study Signed & Submitted 

Nov 21 (adjusted dismissal) Work Lab
Nov 26/27: Databases (Focus on ERIC) – Research Lab (Use of Databases)


Nov 28/29: Thesis Statements / Topic Sentences / Transitions – Writing Lab (Inserting Transitions)


Nov 30/Dec 3: Quotations, Interview Tactics – Writing Lab (Inserting Expert Opinion / 10 interview questions)
*Proposal Approved by Mentor 

Dec 45: Paraphrasing / Research Lab (Note taking from sources)

Dec 6/7: Peer Editing / Plus-Delta Evaluations / 6 + 1 Traits / Writing Lab (Peer Editing)

Dec 10/11: Parenthetical Citations / Research Lab (Correct Documentation)

Dec 12/13: Grammar Check / Commonly Made Mistakes / Writing Lab (Editing)

Dec 14/17: Annotated Bibliography / Plagiarism check / Research Lab (Summarizing)

Dec 18/19: Sample Paper Grading / Writing Lab (Editing) / Senior Project Action Component Overview

Dec 20/21: Research and Writing Lab
*Research Paper Complete and DUE on the 21st

Dec 21: Mini-presentation on Research papers
Unit 4: Action

Jan 2/3/4: Review Senior Project Overview / Mini-presentation on Research papers

Jan 7/8: Connecting Paper and Project/ Individual Project Prep
*Action Approval Plan Signed & Submitted
* Must be Completed and Binder Submitted no later than end of day, April 15

  Binder must be submitted no later than 7 days after action completion.

Jan 9/10: Depth and Complexity / Juxtaposition/ Individual Project Prep

Jan 11/14: Traps and Pitfalls/ Individual Project Prep

Jan 15/16: Logistics / Project Abstract/ Individual Project Prep

Jan 17/18: Self Evaluation/ Individual Project Prep

Jan 22/23: Topic Discussions / Cohort work/ Individual Project Prep

Unit 5: Marketing & Management

Jan 24/28: Market Segmentation / Target markets

Jan 29/30: Marketing methods
Jan 30/Feb 1: Elements of Design

*Community Service Hours and Cultural Events DUE Jan 30

Feb 4/5: Ad Campaign Analysis

Feb 6/7: Writing Styles

Feb 8/11: Writing Styles

Feb 12/13: Appealing to your market

Feb 14/15: Individual project application lab 

Unit 6: Simulations

Feb 19/20: Event Planning: Who, What, Where needed, What are your costs?
*Feb 18 – Presidents Day

Feb 21/22: Event Planning Individual lab

Feb 25/26: Human Resources Requirements

Feb 27/28: Crisis Communications: How to fix problems.

Unit 7: Presenting Your Project

Mar 1/4: Considering your Audience

Mar 5/6: Presentation Discussion Circles
    What to include in your presentation: key points, facts, information, emotional appeals…

Mar 7-12: Individual Event Planning labs

*Event plans must be reviewed and approved by teacher

Mar 13/14: Class briefings of events
Mar 15/18: Use of Technology in Presentations

Mar 19/20: Inserting Visuals, Surveys, Charts

Mar 21/22: Practical Tactics

Mar 25/26: Presentation Lab 

Mar 27/28: Presentation Lab

*Apr 1-5 – Spring Break


Apr 8/9: Presentation Lab

Apr 10/11: Two Minute Presentations

Apr 12/15: Presentation Lab

*Action Completed & Binder Submitted no later than end of day, April 15.
Apr 16/17: Presentation 1 / recorded and graded
*Presentation 1 (Classmates, teacher, faculty advisor, etc.)

Apr 18/19: Presentation 1 / recorded and graded

Apr 22/23: Presentation 1 / recorded and graded

Apr 24/25: Presentation 1 / recorded and graded

Apr 26-May 1: Cohort work / Full analysis of recorded presentations and individual conferences
*AP EXAMS MAY 7 THROUGH 17
May 2-21 Final Presentation revision and practice labs
Unit 8: Reflection & Evaluation 

May 22/23/24:
*Presentation 2 (Panel Judges)

*May 27 Memorial Day


May 28/29: Final Cleanup (Thank you letters, etc.) / Individual Conferences

May 30/31: Course Evaluation / Academy Evaluation/ Portfolio Review
*Presentation 3 (Top 9 Presentations)

May 30/31: Habits of the Mind

Jun 3/4: Legacy Project...blueprint a project for next year….project suggestions
June 5/6: Exit Interviews 

Jun 7/10: Exam
